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Note by thg Secretary of^ State foi^ Dominion iU^fairs . 

ftiy col league e will interested to s!&e 
the attached copy of a telegram from General Smuts 
tt) the Union High Conmissioner in London, on the 
subject of the attitude to be adopted towards a 
. po;Ssi."b la . German peace offer> 
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Bi3C0D:i] 05* TiiJ^GKi^;! ¥ROU mm-:. MINISTER, PKSTOHIA 
TO HIOH OOMMISaiOF^H, LOlrOOlT. 
JJE^j^ATCHiiSB -Bii^WRJA - 4ttl Octob^rt 1939. 
LOKDOir - 4th Gctplwr, 

!fa*4^6^ Yoiop tele^sm oi* S9th Septeistoer M[o,4r?7, I ; 
si^bmit followlJig remarto on |>6ace dieouseion you report, 

jfoiy Oerman peace of re 3? now will not be Bino^pe "but 
will b^ simply meant as a peace orrenolw -to v^eakan us. 
It will be dangerous foi? two reasons: {a) idea of peace 
Is Inifeotloua and ouj^ mtj^y into pes oe dldciLsslone at thle 
q^rljr ^tage m:lE];it hayiai ee effects in weakeniorg %hi& 
■nt preeen^ f irm jpnd ^msnliiroitia id.;Ll to resist wlU.pM ie a 
great moral and military ssset. (b) Oei^osny has Just 
■woti first round in a spectaoplar way and our apparant 
wiilin^i^egB to tske peace talks now might he construed "by 
neutral and wox^ldt opinion as a tacit admission tliat we 
Sire not certain of our abll^t^ tp see t^at struggle tlirougli 
and. i^u iti^s^t taKe iiMt m^Jce ternis ^±tu 0e^i«iriy ^ 
iirtiile %h§:e€ pk yet tli^. 

To my iQlnHd any pea oe offetiBive now should be ne t In 
a resolute splt*it which would prevent any such defeatist 
imp]!?eseion. a peixce offer shoula i?e met by preliminary 
demand of &n agiis^im^nt for a ^restoration of the status quo 
ante both in Oae oho Slovakia end Poland* Any apparent 
ilfa^^ing oh piir part at this at^ge would be a fatal itiistam. 

(2) ^ A ??enb;Liite attl^udioii; is al,i the; moi^e; ^ipl^pe^sary 
aa BeeBldj&ht Rooserelt -loa^ an appeal for a peaoe conference 
before ettacR on Poland whioh was oontemptuouely re;Jeoted 
W Ge;many, To appear willing to enter peace talics now 
without demanding at least Polish restoration might create 
a laraen table imp re es Ion in America* It is very irr^ortant 
^^or 0ur oauee to keep American opijilon and inoral supi^p^ 



Increasingly with us. Indeed any peace moves which do 
not in some way "bring United States into picture may 
prove a mistake* It might "be considered advisable to 
consult O-overnraent of United States informally on any 
German peace offer especially in view of President 
Roosevelt's earlier initiative. 

(5) As regards argument that Russia has also 
taken part in partition of Poland without our looking upon 
her as an enemy, the case and ffuilt of Russia differ 
materially from that of Germsiny and there is no good 
ground at present for assuming Russia has acted otherwise 
than in self defence against menace which Germaxiy's rsrpid 
advance constituted to her Interests* Even admitting the 
disreputable character of Russia's intervention, the great 
difference between the two cases call at present for 
different treatment and this should he insisted on for 
guidance public opinion, . It is of course possible that 
future developments may place Russia's action in a more 
sinister light but there is no reason to assume that 
at present. 

(4) As against any Gejnnan peace offensive after 
what has happened I am all for an attitude of deliberate 
firmness and strength and confidence. Germany* s military 

weakness is greater and her moral v/eakiiess much greater 
than in 1914, To majiifold dangers of Nazism world is 
far more alive than It was In 1914 to menace of 

X 

Prussianism. It would be fatal mistake to undemlne by 
weak peace moves the immensely stonger moral position we 
ocoirpy to-day. Hltlerlsm is universally recognised as 
a menace to every fundamental aspect of om* Western 

civilisation. 

Use your influence in this direction and if you 
think it advisable give Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs a copy of this telegram. 



